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P.N.E.U. NOTES. 


_ na ]]v certain that the excellence of mattei atoned for th#* i 
Of perfection in manner." On the other hand an ‘‘Old Etonian,” wriS 
a witty letter against the continuance of th.s study, though he was doubt 
less trained in it himself and possibly owes more to it than he is aware 
In the Pall Mall Magazine (September) Mr. Quiller-Couch discourses 
pleasantly of education, classical, technical, maternal, not forgetting that 
branch of physical trainingwhich is concerned with the birch-rod. Thetender 
description of a child, by Earle, Bishop of Salisbury, under Charles II., which 
he quotes, must be read entire. The following will appeal to teachers-— 
“A distinguished pedagogue once observed that boys are usually amenable 
to reason, masters sometimes, parents never. I take it, he had his eye on 
the modern parent, who imagines technical instruction to be an excellent 
substitute for education, and that the study of the humanities can be profit- 
ably replaced by Sir. Isaac Pitman’s Shorthand. Education, which con- 
verts ‘the small apple-eating urchin, whom we know’ into an orderly 
citizen, respecting himself and his neighbour, is a gradual process not easily 
tested by examination papers. Technical instruction is far brisker, is quite 
easily tested, and produces the pleasantest immediate results in the shape 
of hard cash. The parent fascinated by these cheap advantages, is 
generally ill to deal with ; and while the parent asks for shorthand, and the 
head-master for a free hand, there is bound to be some friction of temper.’’ 
It is interesting to note that the Parks and Open Spaces Committee and 
the Technical Education Board have been instructed by the County 
Council to consider and report upon the practicability of laying out plots of 
ground in certain parks in such manner as will afford assistance to scholars 
of elementary and secondary schools in the study of practical botany. 
itth Oct., 1897. Pater Junior. 
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Edited by Miss Frances Blqgg, Sec., 28, Victoria Street, S. W. 

To whom all Hon. Local Secs, a? e requested to send i~e forts of all 
matters of interest connected with, their branches , also 30 copies 
any prospectuses or othe r papers they may print. 

NEW BRANCHES. 

Branch es Trws 6 < 7°" lm ' ttee bas been approached with a view to starting 
Branches in the following places 

Bradford. 

Manchester. 

Chichester. 

NOTTmGHAMT HOn ’ SCC '’ 1 >r0ten ’" Mrs - p owell, Gt. Bentley Vicarage. 

Blackheath. 

Croydon. 

Streatham. 

Beckenham. 

Carlisle. 
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Forest Hill and Norwood. 

Enfield. 

Dover. 

Brussels. 

Oxford. 

Truro. 

Exeter. 

Taunton. 

Leamington. 

Leicester. 

Tunbridge Wells. 

Bournemouth. 

Dublin. 

Cardiff. 

Florence. 

Readers of the Parents' Review living in these districts, or having 
friends there, are asked to communicate with Miss Blogg. 


The Library Committee beg to acknowledge with many thanks the 
gift of the following books “ Lazy Lessons and Essays on Conduct,’’ 
and “Liliput Lectures” (W. B. Rands) from the Editor, R. Brimley 
Johnson ; “ Psychology of the Moral Self” (Bosanquet) from Mrs. 

Winkworth ; “ First Lessons in Hand and Eye Training ” (Kaib. Trans., 
W. G. Field, M.A.); ‘‘Foundations of Success” (S. de Brath); 
‘‘Character as seen in Body and Parentage” (Fourneaux Jordan); 
“ Simple Object Lessons from Nature ” (Jane B. Dickens) from Miss 
Mason ; “ Thirty Years of Teaching ” (Miall) from Miss I’Anson. 


Hyde Park and Bayswater. Hon. Sec.: Mrs. Franklin, 9, Pern- 
bridge Gardens, W. (at home Thursday mornings).— On November 25th, 
at 5 o’clock, at 5, Sussex Square (by kind permission of Mrs. Norman), 
Mrs. Clement Parsons will lecture on “Childhood and Romance.’ 
A. C. P. Coote, Esq., M.A., in the chair. Tea and coffee 4.30.— 
December 7th, Dr. Schorstein will lecture on “ The Signs of Overpressure,” 
at 5 o’clock, at 98, Harley Street (by kind permission of Mrs. Fletcher). 
Mrs. Symes Thompson in the chair. Tea and coffee 4 - 3 °- Brush- 
drawing lessons, Sloyd and Basket-work lessons, and Swedish drill 
lessons are being given at 42, Linden Gardens. The hockey club com- 
menced play on October 4 th. The readings to nurses commenced on 
October 26th. They are open to the nurses of members of any Branch. 

Belgravia. — November: Miss Faithful has kindly consented to address 
the Branch; Subject: “ Girls.”— December: Dr. Des Voeux, on “ Some 
Causes of Illness”; also, Mr. M. E. Sadler, on “ The Struggle between 
the Classical and Modern Curricula in Secondary Schools. evera c asses 
are being arranged; programmes and notices will b~ sent to mem ers. 

Hampstead.— A large aud.ence assembled for the open, ng meetmg of 
the Winter Session on Thursday, October 14th. n or una e y, ' 

E. A. Abbott, D.D., President of the Branch and lecturer of the evening, 
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, nres ^U owing to illness. Dr. Abbott’s paper on “ Civic 
was unable to e P Schools ^ was read by the Secretary. The p ap ° 
and Moral a „ d she wed the necessity of awakening a sense of 


treated of boys * * * • of the posS ession of a conscience in the p upils 

duty and a know & were bet ter than direct teaching on the subject 
SfS occasions as .he beginning of a , cash .e™ ^ 


*■ »PP» rtini *>; 'f S Th <* 

was no 

l C Sr re thTwhole time of the teachers being not too much to 
P° n ' . -4.U tu fmtVi nf the p*reat underlying 


Lke tne * 

need and there should indeed be no time in the usual 
lesson to teach “dogmas” or to discuss disputed historical 


imbue’ the pupils with the truth of the great underlying principles 
of Christianity, agreed upon by all Christians. For civic training the 
proper teaching of History supplied the needful stimulus to rouse patriotic 
feeling. Dr. Abbott urged the use of some text-book likely to give the boys 
an estimate of their responsibilities as prospective citizens. A “ Book of 
Noble Deeds” used with this would be helpful, The Chairman, Professor 
Carey Foster, University College, emphasized Dr. Abbott’s principles. An 
animated discussion of the paper followed. The meeting expressed its 
regret at hearing of Dr. Abbott’s indisposition. On November 17th, 

Mrs. Miall, of Leeds, has promised to speak on “ Short Hours v. Long 
Hours. ” 

Finchley. Hon. Sec.: Mrs. Ramsay Wilson. — The committee have 
arranged for seven lectures to be delivered between October, 1807, and 
May, 1898 — all of them, it is believed, on subjects which, while varied, 
will still prove interesting to the members. Mrs. Ed. Sieveking, of 
Harrow, spoke at the first meeting (Oct. 14th) on “The Practical 
Relations of the Educated Classes to the Nursery.’ ’ — On November nth, 
at 8 p.m., Miss Sara A. Burstall (North London Collegiate School) 
will speak on “ The Teaching of History.” 

Wanstead and Woodford. — On September 29th, Mrs. Franklin 
very kindly addressed a meeting of this Branch. She spoke on the 
various organizations of the Union, and greatly interested her audience. 
There was a large attendance, and eight new members joined. Rev. W. 
Manning, M.A., of Leytonstone, took the chair. 

Highgaie.— T he first meeting of the winter season was held on 

Jj * ^ at N Su ® s . ex House > Bishopswood Road (by kind permission of 

Edurat *° We ^ \r 1 1SS ^ awrance & ave a most interesting paper on “The 

paoer r 7 GameS '' The fa°rly good, and * 

paper seemed much appreciated. 3 

au t u m n* ! session ^ ° Ct ° ber 8th ’ the first meeting ° f ^ 

(by kind nermi WaS l? at the Rounds House, Wimbledon Common 
he chair' and m n H M "‘ Tristram )‘ Tlle R <^ F. S. Colman was in 
on the relil u f° dUCed Mr ’ Athel *tan Riley, who gave an address 
beginning reliviousT 1 "?- ° f chlldren - He spoke of the necessity of 
bafis offdutuon and P ointed out that it formed the 

and practical not lim’t a SaiCi re ^£i° us education must be thoroug 1 
He quoted 'nstanceTof ^ in the "eek-that it must be definite, 

distinct from the sinrnlv ‘ dr f. n ’ s ea £ er interest in the theological ( 

mp ly moral ) Part of their religious instructions. He 
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concluded by an earnest reminder of the r , 1 . 

. . c . , Ul lne necessity for absolute sincerity 

inthekdders ’ ** Children afC <J uick to detect unreality 

lD RICHMOND AND Kew -On .Wednesday, November 17th, at 8 p.m.. a 
meeting will be held at 3. Branstone Road, Kew Gardens (by kind 
permission of Mrs. Banks) at which Mademoiselle Duriaux will speak on 

cac in 8_^ languages. ea and coffee. The following Classes are 
held at 9, Petersham Road, by Miss Dorothy Bailey. Tuesdays: Tonic 
sol-fa singing, 2.30 p.m. Brush Work, 3 to 3.45 p.m. Wednesdays : 
Basket Making, 2.30 to 3.45 p.m. Fees lor. 6 d. per term for each subject. 
During the Christmas holidays it is hoped that Science Lectures, illustrated 
and specially intended for children, will be arranged. 

Easi BOURNE. The Winter Session commenced the third week in October. 
The following lectures have been arranged: — “Exceptional Children,” by 
Dr. Shuttleworth ; November 22nd, “Boys,” by Mrs. Miall; December, 
“ Girls’ Games,’ by Miss Lawrence. I he Readings will be resumed in the 
first week of November, and it is proposed to take “Home Education” 
alternately with any other subject desired by the members, and to meet 
regularly every fortnight at the house of one of the members of the 
Committee, when any questions can be discussed quite informally. 

Hastings and St. Leonards. — O n October 27th, an address was given 
at 27, Grand Parade (by kind permission of Dr. Davis), by the Rev. 
A. J. W. Crosse, M.A , Vicar of Rye. The Subject was “The Parent as 
Prophet.” Chairman, Col. Brookfield, M.P. On November the 27th, at 
the Christ Church Parish Room, the Rev Joseph Wood, D.D , Head 
Master of Tonbridge School, will lecture on “ Homes and Schools.” 
Chairman, W. Lucas-Shadwell, Esq., M.P. 

Sheffield. — The first meeting of the session was held on October 19th, 
when Mrs. Franklin spoke on “ How the P.N.E.U. helps its Members.” 
Other meetings are being arranged, and the dates on which they will be 
held will shortly be announced. 

Leeds. — On October 21st the annual general meeting to elect officers 
of the branch, etc., was held at 3.30, in the Lecture Room of the Yorkshire 
Ladies’ Council of Education. An address was given by Mrs. Franklin.— 
October 29th, a drawing-room meeting was held at the \ icarage, when 
Mrs. Mirrlees gave an address to mothers only on “ Heart Culture.” 

READING —A meeting of the branch was held on Saturday, Sept. 25th, 
at St. Clair, Tilshurst Road (by kind invitation of Mrs Pike), when a most 
able paper was contributed by G. T. Burch, Esq., M.A. entitled • The 
Place of Science in the Education of Children.” The lecturer defined 
the terms Science and Education as he intended to regard them for the 
purposes of his lecture, and treated the subject rom a \ery roa an 
liberal point of view. The lecture above everyth.ng was practical, and 
.as delivered with such a„ 

representative audience listened with tl P contributed 

The chair was taken by C. M. ''^^^he iecture. A brief discussion 
some valuable remarks on the subject o Rey w Hume Campbell 

followed, in which Mrs. Hart-Davis, Mis k ’ , w ;ii ta fc e 

and the Hon. Sec. took part.-The sixth annual general meeting will take 
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A of November. — Natural History Club. The fifth x, 
place at the end chi ]dren of the Club in September. Thes P i te 

and to be of real use ^ 


; er s 


seem to be veryr "“ October 2nd, the last excursion of the seL?^ 
P*°P"' Abou. thirty-two members went <« 

field work ram bled in the woods, under the euiri to 

*** °"r Sins and Mr. F. Tufnai, The chief objeef 
° f Hition was to observe the fungi of the district. After finding J he 
varieties, the members had their interest in the subject stimulated by”,* 
very suggestive address on •■Toadstools, kindly g,ven in the course., 
, he afternoon by Mr. Tufnail. The i annual exhibition of natural hi s , ' 
collections made by members will be held early in November. 3 

Edinburgh. — The programme of lectures, etc., for this session win 
be issued to members at the beginning of November. 

Derby. — We had a geological excursion to Cromford and Matlock Bath 
on September 25th. The President, Mrs. Parez, and about 25 members 
with 15 children joined the party, which was led by H. Arnold-Bemrose 
Esq., M.A., F.G.S. The idea was to show how to interest children in 
observation. Mr. Bemrose took us to a cutting at Cromford Railway 
Station, and made us observe the strata of shale and limestone, their incli- 
nation and their different characteristics, &c. He then led us to a 
limestone quarry where the limestone and chert were compared. After tea 
at Matlock Bath, Mr. Bemrose showed us “ toadstone,” a volcanic rock, 
and on the cliffs above the Derwent we found excellent specimens of 
encrinites. It was delightful to see how easily Mr. Bemrose made the 
children use their eyes and minds, how keenly interested they became, and 
how they enjoyed the work. The excursion was altogether a success. It 
was arranged that we should meet again in the Town Museum, when 
r. Bemrose would show how the out-door work may be followed up 
Accordingly we met again on October 8th, in the Museum. Mr. Arnold- 
Bemrose explained the order in which the fossils were arranged, beginning 
wit t e 0 est and ending with a case containing the bones of a hippo- 
po amus, w ic he and Mr. Daley had dug out of the Derwent gravel, and 

the iTTnSrs,?* * found in i)erbyshire - He then f pia h ine , d 

was— tnn ffro . a S ’ tbe s P on ges, corals, &c. The only drawback 

that even when ^ embers had brought or sent so many children 

*« parties ' « ■*>« w- 7 d ; 

Farnworth Branch e ? r ° Se ’ but the chlldren were g reatly 1 " tere l ' 

Vicarage Farnwm-tiwC , meetin g of this Branch was held at the 
nth. Programmes P erm ission of Mrs. Butler), on October 

to the members arra 6 ectures f° r the coming Session were distribute 
last year read/ The" £ eme ms made for meetings and the accounts 0 D 
following ladies we™ , resident an d Secretary were re-elected, and 
Nuttall and Miss Roh t0 form a Committee Mrs. Butler, Mr • 

Southport, has promised to ° n November 8th > Miss Beatrice TaytaJ 
H> s tory, ’> illustrated with r g ' V ?- * leCtUre on “ A New Way of to 

nn g their children and ™ e ' b Rht views. All members were invi 

S le at pleasure to the promis'cT^ 5 — ^ be H ranrl1 is lnok i ner f° rwar 


friends. The Branch is looking 
visit of Miss Mason, on February 


23rd, 
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A MONTHLY MAGAZINE 
OF HOME -TRAINING AND CULTURE. 

“ Education is an atmosphere, a discipline, a life.” 


THE NATIVITY. 

By G. K. Chesterton. 


The thatch of the roof was as golden. 
Though dusty the straw was and old ; 
The wind was a peal as of trumpets, 
Though blowing and barren and cold. 
The mother’s hair was a glorv, 

Though loosened and torn, 

For under the eaves in the gloaming— 
A child was born 


Oh ! if man sought a sign in the deepest, 
That God shaketh broadest His best; 

That things fairest, are oldest and simplest, 
In the first days created and blest. 

Far flush all the tufts of the clover, 

Thick mellows the corn, 

A cloud shapes, a daisv is opened- 
A child is born. 


Though the darkness be noisy with sys em , 
Dark fancies that fret and disprove; 

Still the plumes stir around us, aboie us, 
The wings of the shadow of love. 

Still the fountains of life are unbroken. 
Their splendour unshorn , 

The secret, the symbol, the pronns 
a x-hild is born. 


K 3 


VOL. VIII. — NO. 12. 



